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Which means everybody ñplansò now ... 

 

... But it doesnôt mean the plans are 

realistic, implementable, or serving their 

stated goals 

OK – It’s a Meme ... 
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Epic Fails 

OK ... not epic ... but all to familiar 
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Epic Fails 



 

ü 16 tribal, federal, state, and local signatories 

 

ü  124 ñactivitiesò from 1999 ï 2010 

 

ü  $116,000,000 in federal funds and $13,000,000 in 

matching funds from 2001 ï 2009 

 

ü 158kaf of supplemental water from 2003 ï 2009 

 

ü Over 2700 documents from 2001 - 2016  

MRG ESACP 



 

ü Flow regime that has not solved the ñminnowò problem or 

the degradation of the river & riparian ecosystems 
 

ü New BO: 

Á does not include the USACE or the ABCWUA 

Á will it incorporate the best science for the 4 species? 

Á does it set a higher flow regime? 
 

ü Higher flow regime likely will not be met given climate 

change impacts and Article 7 requirements ... Which will 

raise the cost of supplemental water ... 
 

ü ... But could improve river and riparian health 

MRG ESACP 



 

ü Previous round of regional water plans resulted in each 

region protecting its own water but expecting to be able to 

use water imported from other regions 

 

ü Regions used different timelines and different metrics to 

assess water supply and demand 

 

ü Cross-regional comparison (and collaborative planning) 

was difficult, although attempted (Upstream/Downstream) 

Regional Water Planning 



 

New Water Planning Effort 

 

ñThe purpose of regional water planning is to calculate the 

gap between projected supply and demand and to identify 

strategies (policies, programs, and projects) that address that 

gap and other water management issues identified by the 

region.ò 

- ISC 

 

Tried to deal with the last effort by imposing common metrics 

and outside contractors to ensure uniformity 

Regional Water Planning 



ü ISC mandated use of ñadministrative water supplyò 

ü Recent withdrawals = ñsupplyò 

ü Recent demand is, therefore, redundant 
 

ü ... which implies the regions reset to ñ0ò as the basis for 

moving forward ... even though the MRG has ~50kafy 

depletion 
 

ü Effort largely divorced from assessments of the many 

factors that impact water supply and demand: land use 

policies and practices, growth policies, water quality and 

other environmental issues, rural development issues, 

intergovernmental collaboration opportunities (and 

constraints), among others 

 

Regional Water Planning 



MRG Water Planning Disconnects 

ñCurrent water consumption exceeds the long-term 

average supply that is legally available for use in the Middle 

Rio Grande ...ò 
 

ñ... the accumulated eventual need for groundwater users 

to acquire and transfer water rights is very large and 

exceeds the quantity of currently transferable water rights.ò 
 

ñWhen pumping levels off, which it must, return flows will 

no longer be sufficient to offset the depletion of the Rio 

Grande caused by historic pumping.ò 

 
New Mexico Water Resource Atlas, Framework For Public Input To A State 

Water Plan (December 2002) 

Interstate Stream Commission & Office of the State Engineer 

http://www.ose.state.nm.us/Planning/PDF/framework.pdf 



MRG Planning Disconnects 

 

The Administrative Area Guidelines treat groundwater as a 

commodity to be mined -- allowing a 2.5' decline in the MRG 

aquifer annually 
 

... Which, for example, means using ancient water (laid down 

thousands of years ago) to offset river flow depletions 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

While the USGS says that to protect the MRG, the current 

large depletion needs to be eliminated and surface and 

groundwater managed to prevent new large aquifer 

drawdowns and new depletions ... whose river impacts would 

then be made up for -- at least in part ï by additional 

groundwater withdrawals ... 



Creating a perverse incentive: 

 

The ABCWUA refers to what we commonly call ñdepletionsò 

as ... ñinduced aquifer rechargeò and a ñsustainable 

groundwater resourceò of at least ~55kafy ... 

 

ñ... the deeper the equilibrium state drawdown, the greater 

the river effect and the more pumping could be sustained in 

perpetuity without continued drawdown (as long as river 

water is available in sufficient quantity).  This equilibrium 

concept, or water balancing approach, is central to the 

GRMP [Groundwater Reserve Management Plan] 

presented below.ò 

- ABCWUA WRMS (2016) 

ABCWUA - WRMS 



The ABCWUA Water Resource Management Plan 

 

ü ñMost innovative water management plan in the Westò 

(they say)  

 

ü 100-Year planning horizon 

 

ü Focus on groundwater use as the flexible supply 

 

 

Which means that: 

ABCWUA - WRMS 



ü Makes minimal use of potable and non-potable re-use 

strategies over the 100 years ... 

 

ü Eliminates the Drought Management Strategy (weôll just 

pump) ... 

 

ü Continues to rely on substantial ñinduced aquifer rechargeò 

 

ü Considers groundwater permits as rights ... 

 

ü Resurrects Lake Superior ... 

ABCWUA - WRMS 



 

Before, 

they 

said: 

ABCWUA - WRMS 



Now, they say: 

ABCWUA - WRMS 

Pre-development water 

level ran along the surface 

Lake Superior 



ü The groundwater reserve units are described in terms of 

ñAverage depth below pre-developmentò ... which is 

meaningless (unless Lake Superior has returned) 
 

ü ABCWUA says that the aquifer will ultimately rise by 65ô 

feet from an ñaverageò low point of 115ô 
 

ü USGS monitoring well data indicates the net aquifer rise 

is an ñaverageò of 9.4 feet since the late ó90s, when 

water conservation began ... or 9.75 feet since the start 

of the SJC DWP 
 

ü Likely wonôt rise more than 20 feet total before it starts 

to decline ï as planned - in the early 2030s 

ABCWUA - WRMS 



ñAverageò groundwater levels 

Are meaningless given the fractured geography 
 

Overestimates 

ABCWUA says aquifer will rise by 65ô feet from an 

ñaverageò low point of 115ô ... data shows an ñaverageò net 

gain of 9.4 feet to date ... decline begins in the early 2030s 
 

Permanent land subsidence 

Canôt know what that level is without doing core drilling ... 

or pumping until permanent subsidence happens  
 

Size of the usable aquifer 

Without a reliable estimate of the recoverable water, have 

to err on the side of caution and not assume large volumes 

ABCWUA - WRMS 



Don’t Worry: Someone Has a Plan ... 
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Eliminate Albuquerqueôs Extraterritorial Zoning Authority 
 

Eliminate City & County Water Planning 
 

Consolidate the Atrisco Land Grant/Westlands Shares 
 

Allow TIDDs to Be Used for òGreenfieldsò 
 

ñMisleadò Agencies about Planned Use of TIDDs 
 

Eliminate WRMS Policy L: ñmember governments take water 

supply availability and cumulative impacts into account when 

making land use development decisions ...ò 
 

Allow Separate Water & Wastewater Development Agreement 

with ABCWUA ï which Local Governments Cannot Alter 

Don’t Worry: Someone Has a Plan ... 



 

Which means nothing can stop you going from this: 

Don’t Worry: Someone Has a Plan ... 

http://www.argonaut.arizona.edu/projects/westmesa.htm 



 

To this: 

Don’t Worry: Someone Has a Plan ... 

http://nmpoliticalreport.com/35430/public-subsidies-for-santolina-back-on-table/ 



 

 

Hmm ... 
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